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Mission

Step builds financial self-sufficiency 
among junior active duty enlisted 

service members and recently 
discharged enlisted Veterans and their 
families facing financial crisis through 

counseling, education, and grants.

Values

Do what’s right. 
Honor patriotism and service  

to country. 
Build relationships. 

Respect others.  
Deliver results with excellence.

Vision

Relevant, reliable, and responsive. 
Step’s vision is to change the lives 

of military and Veteran families who 
we serve by helping them achieve 

financial self-sufficiency. 
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REFLECTION

We decided to create Support The Enlisted Project (step) nine 
years ago based on a known gap in services for our young 
military and Veteran families. Yes, families need assistance 
during a crisis, but how do we crawl into the trench with each 
family to aid them in a way that makes this their last crisis? 

We decided to capture this goal in our Vision. We knew it would be challenging 

work, where each family would need something different to solve their unique 

challenges, but we were committed. Step’s Vision became and still is to be 

“Relevant, Reliable and Responsive in order to change the lives of the families 

we serve by helping them live a life of financial self-sufficiency.” This required 

adaptability to the client’s environment that was supported by processes 

based in our value to just do the right thing. As my dad would say, we needed 

to be ‘rigidly flexible.’ 

This Vision has guided us to a 90% success rate over 5,900 client families, but 

after nine years, we learned a new “R” word: Resilient. Resiliency is the ability 

to recover quickly from a difficult condition. The Covid-19 pandemic has 

challenged our young military and Veteran families, and the Step Team, and 

I imagine you, beyond our imagination. But together, we persevered in a way 

which never faltered in the execution of the vision to bring financial peace 

from a financial wildfire. 

I want you to know that Step’s financial self-sufficiency program, as well as 

our outreach programs that benefited an additional 40,000 individuals, would 

not have been possible without the magnificent support from our community, 

as you have shared your time, talent, and treasure with us. In our resiliency, 

we have still found a place in our hearts to serve, support, and advocate toward 

the betterment of our community. Your resiliency grows more resiliency. 

Thank you for believing in our Vision, and helping Step remain Relevant, 

Reliable, Responsive, and Resilient. 

My sincerest gratitude, 

Tony Teravainen, MSEL, USN (Ret) 

CEO & Co-Founder

Letter  
From the CEO

In our resiliency, we 
have still found a 
place in our hearts to 
serve, support, and 
advocate toward the 
betterment of our 
community. 



“It’s organizations like 

Step that make me proud 

to live in San Diego 

County. Not only is Step 

going above and beyond 

to provide for their 

community’s physical 

needs, but they are 

making sure that these 

Veterans and military 

families feel loved, 

cared for, and supported 

during the most difficult 

times of their lives.”

JOEL ANDERSON,  
SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

DISTRICT 2 SUPERVISOR

“I love volunteering at 

Step, I feel like I am 

making a difference. 

Most of all, I feel 

appreciated at Step. 

I have volunteered at 

many places, some of 

which, didn’t even thank 

the volunteers at the 

end of the day. But here, 

when you go out the door 

everyone says, ‘Thank 

you’ and it really  

feels good.”

JONI WORNKEY, 
VOLUNTEER

“I’m so grateful to have 

had the opportunity to 

develop Step’s extremely 

effective financial 

intervention. With all 

the sacrifices made by 

our Military and Veteran 

families, they should 

never have to experience 

a moment of financial 

stress. While they stand 

strong for America, Step 

will continue to stand 

strong for them with the 

support of our incredibly 

amazing community 

partners, donors, and 

volunteers. 

KATHI BRADSHAW,  
VICE PRESIDENT 

“I grew up in a large 

Army family where the 

only income was my 

father’s and we struggled 

financially. I understand 

the need to support our 

military enlisted. The 

enlisted do their part by 

supporting us, and we 

should reciprocate.”

MIKE EVANS,  
BOARD MEMBER

Faces of Step
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FINANCIALS

Financial  
Transparency 
Statement*

Revenue

 In-Kind Goods and Services $1,172,833

 Grants $820,005

 Individual Contributions $904,880

 Special Events/Other $160,573

Total Income $3,058,291

Expenses

 Program Expenses $2,092,716

 Development Expenses $201,631

 Administrative Expenses $183,407

Total Expenses $2,477,755

Income in Excess of Expenses $580,537

Assets & Liabilities

Beginning Net Assets $546,364

Ending Net Assets $1,126,901

Total Liabilities $266,606

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $1,393,507

 
*fy21 audited financials

84%
of every dollar goes 
directly to fund 
programs



Top photo: The U.S. Army, photo by Joseph 

Siemandel; Middle left: US Air Force, photo 

by Airman 1st Class Leah Young; Bottom 
Right: U.S. Army Cadet Command, photo by 

Lindsay Grant, U.S. Army Cadet Command 

Public Affairs Office
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REACH

Despite covid-19 related challenges, we have been 
working with the military, government, business, and 
local communities to establish step as a trusted and 
viable option for young military and Veteran families 
in Washington State. Together, we have been able to 
expand step’s value beyond Southern California to 
successfully serve this community. 

With its 55,000+ service members, 

Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM) 

is the largest military installation in 

Washington State, home to the Army I 

Corps and Air Force 62nd Airlift Wing. 

As this base is located just south 

of Tacoma, that is where Step has 

established its first office space. We 

have also been received hospitably, 

with formal agreements in place, by 

the JBLM, Navy, and Coast Guard 

leadership teams as they recognize the 

value we bring to their communities. 

This positive relationship with the 

military leadership has enabled Step 

to work on the bases to grow the 

relationships and awareness necessary 

to connect with the local military and 

Veterans in search of support. 

We could not be happier to report 

that since expanding to the area, 

Step has seen a steady increase in 

client cases in Washington State, 

which now comprises 25% of all 

Emergency Financial Assistance 

clients served. 

We look forward to new and 

continued collaboration with our 

Washington community partners to 

better serve our military community 

in Washington State. 

Partnership with 
Hawk Career Center 
The Hawk Career Center at Joint Base 

Lewis-McChord provides services 

to transitioning service members, 

Veterans, and their families through 

the Transition Assistance Program 

(TAP). The mission of the TAP is 

to deliver a world-class transition 

program for America’s Army that 

empowers members to make 

informed career decisions to enhance 

lives, communities, and our nation. 

Step has partnered with the career 

center and other military support 

organizations in Washington. 

Working together, we can ensure our 

transitioning service members and 

their families have the resources they 

need as they transition to civilian life.

Partnership with 
American Red Cross
In early 2021, Step joined forces with 

the American Red Cross’s Service 

to Armed Forces (SAF) program for 

the Northwest Region. Together, 

our incredible work provides critical 

assistance and resources to service 

members, Veterans, and their 

families throughout the region. 

SAF continues to welcome Step  

and act as a conduit to other 

military-serving organizations and 

service members who need our 

support. We’re honored to work 

together with saf.

Expansion to the  
State of Washington

25%
of EFA clients served reside in 
Washington State
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RESPONSE

STEP’s Emergency Financial Assistance (efa) 
program is proven successful at building financial 
well-being among military and Veteran families. 
Having volunteered to defend our Nation, these 
families face low wages, frequent moves far from 
their support systems, lack of affordable childcare, 
high spousal unemployment, and inadequate 
affordable housing options. The efa program is 
designed to set families up for success, even those 
who are living paycheck to paycheck. 

Financial  
Counseling
Our social workers are certified in 

financial counseling. They use a 

solution-focused approach to work 

one-on-one with each family to 

identify their strengths and financial 

goals and to create a realistic plan to 

achieve those goals. When indicated 

by the financial plan, the family 

receives an emergency grant to 

ensure no basic need is lost and 

families can confidently start the 

work toward a state of financial well-

being: “the combination of having 

financial security and financial 

freedom of choice in the present and 

in the future” (Consumer Financial 

Protection Bureau).  

CLIENT SUCCESS STORY:  

PROVIDING CONNECTIONS

Just what the service member didn’t 

need, a blown gasket and a broken 

radiator. Finances were already tight 

and now this was an emergency. 

The first estimate for the repair was 

$7,752 from a non-Better Business 

Bureau shop. Step connected the 

service member to a BBB-rated 

repair shop that offered a new quote 

half the price. 

Additionally, the social worker 

introduced the Financial Freedom 

Plan, focused on building the service 

member’s savings, and purposefully 

monitoring his spending habits. 

We provided grant assistance of 

$3,783 to pay for the car repair. The 

service member immediately started 

utilizing his plan and within a few 

weeks, had saved $300. 

CLIENT SUCCESS STORY:  

A NEW FINANCIAL JOURNEY
A Marine family stationed at Camp 

Pendleton was falling behind on 

their car payments after a perfect 

storm of crises, including a car 

accident, medical expenses, military 

pay issues, frozen accounts due to 

fraud activity, and an upcoming duty 

station move. They called Step for 

help. Our social worker worked one-

on-one with the family to create a 

personalized financial plan, which 

included building up their savings, 

paying down debt, and a budget 

for their moving costs and new 

cost-of-living expenses in Texas. 

We provided a financial assistance 

grant of $1,036 to stop their car 

repossession. We also provided a 

warehouse visit to pick out donated 

household goods, clothes, and baby 

diapers. The family reports they are 

preparing for their move, following 

their plan, and saving money. “We 

are ready for this financial journey 

we are now starting.” 

Emergency 
Financial Assistance

$2.2M
in grants awarded since 2012
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CLIENT SUCCESS STORY:  

A PERSONAL  
FINANCE PLAN 
Recently, a military spouse, along 

with her 3-year-old and 3-month-

old came to our office. Her only car 

was scheduled for repossession the 

next day, and their landlord recently 

started the eviction process. 

Her husband was thousands of 

miles away operating a Navy ship. 

He had to sit there until his shift 

was over on other side of the world 

and had to figure out what to do. 

Luckily, we were able to assist 

this young mother. Our social 

workers stopped the loss of her 

car and home through grants, but 

more importantly, they provided 

knowledge and helped her develop 

the skills to help her change her 

behaviors. She built a path where  

her family could enjoy a lifetime  

of financial self-sufficiency. If 

our clients are ready to change, 

ready to commit themselves to the 

hard work, we are here to assist—

because of your help.

2021 was not the end of the financial crisis brought on by Covid, but 
the continuation of recovery for military families who faced hardships 
throughout 2020. Support The Enlisted Project has played a key role 
in hundreds of those families’ lives with gaining their footing back into 
normalcy and maintaining their basic critical needs. As the spouse of 
an active-duty Marine residing on a military base, you learn firsthand 
the unexpected challenges these families face daily and the resiliency 
that envelopes them. Getting to work with Step as a social worker has 
been an indescribably fulfilling role. My spouse was deployed overseas 
when I began working here and being a part of Step allowed me to 
feel connected to him because while he was completing his mission, I 
was able to be here on the home front and work with his brothers- and 
sisters-in-arms. I’ve worked with different non-profits in the past and 
no other program has been so unique in their approach with clients. 

ASHLEY JOHNSON 
STEP SOCIAL WORKER AND MARINE SPOUSE
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8,211
families served  
in FY21

21,373
individual lives 
touched in FY21

Virtual Financial  
Freedom Workshops
As the world moved online in 2020, Step 

began providing our popular Financial 

Freedom Workshops in a virtual format. We 

continued to provide a highly interactive 

workshop that supports attendees in 

identifying their personal financial goals 

and developing a concrete plan to achieve 

them. Attendees rate the workshop 

extremely highly, remarking that they feel 

more confident about their financial skills 

and that attending was a great use of their 

time. Some have stated that, though they 

felt they had their finances under control 

before attending, they were glad they 

came because it added more tools to their 

financial toolbox. 



My wife and I can’t begin to thank you enough for all of the assistance we’ve been 
blessed with. We are beyond grateful and appreciative for everything that you 
made happen for us. It’s a huge relief to have that financial burden lifted off of our 
shoulders going into the new year. You’ve been nothing short of a saint. The world 
truly needs more people like you. I hope you enjoy the holidays and want you to 
know that we will be enjoying ours because of Step. 

RECIPIENT, SHARING THE JOY PROGRAM
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RESPONSE

STEP is responsive to the needs of our local military 
community, which means when we learn of a need, 
we mobilize to provide. Whether it’s a new crib and 
car seat for a family or organizing events that directly 
impact the immediate needs, our secondary programs 
offset the common expenses for our clients. These 
events are possible because of our volunteers, 
generous donations, and advocacy from our supporters. 

Emergency Supporters 
When the USS Bonhomme Richard 

(BHR) caught fire, 1,000+ sailors were 

immediately displaced from their 

home and lost all their personal 

possessions, as well as uniforms, 

boots, and uniform accessories. 

Requests started flowing in to Step 

to help the sailors and their families. 

Immediately Step sent out an appeal 

for financial donations and in-kind 

goods to provide basic needs for 

those affected. The community 

rallied and soon donations poured 

into our office for distribution. We

couldn’t return what had been lost, 

but with the generous gifts, we were 

able to support our brave sailors and 

help them work toward normalcy. 

Step distributed: 

•	 Funding for uniforms, uniform 

accessories, and boot purchases 

•	 A truckload of in-kind donations 

including all types of goods 

•	 Navy exchange gift cards 

•	 Personal and hygiene bags 

Thank you to all who donated and 

assisted us in helping during this 

difficult time.

Cammies to College
In partnership with USAA, Cammies 

to College was held in August 2020. 

The event was virtual due to Covid 

restrictions but was still extremely 

popular and offered a wide variety 

of educational resources for military 

members, spouses, and Veterans. 

Attendees were able to meet with 

representatives from colleges 

throughout the United States and 

learn more about the application 

process, opportunities, financial 

resources, and curriculum through 

individual chats and live panels. 

Service members often seek 

information about higher education 

to develop a more meaningful 

career and financial stability for the 

future. The goal is to secure personal 

connections that help eliminate  

the confusion surrounding education 

benefits, which can be daunting  

and unclear. 

Outreach  
Programs

20%
of the United States Military 
population is served by STEP

200+
families received a Thanksgiving meal 
and an additional two weeks of food at 
the 2021 Food Drive



RESPONSE

12

Distributions 
We continued our warehouse 

distributions monthly throughout 

the year serving 15,755 individuals 

with tens of thousands of pounds of 

food and 120,930 diapers. We 

recognize the challenges our 

military community faces, and 

we were there to help them meet 

those needs with 18 distributions in 

San Diego, Oceanside, and Orange 

County. Through our partnership 

with the San Diego Food Bank and 

community donors, we were able 

to provide families with two weeks’ 

worth of meals and other essentials 

to help offset the cost of critical 

needs. We are so thankful for the 

incredible support from our partner 

organizations, volunteers, and 

community donors. 

Distribution partners—
thank you!
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Bob Woodruff Foundation 

Camp Pendleton Marine Corps 

C.A.R.E.S. Program  
(Naval Hospital Camp Pendleton) 

Church 180 

County of San Diego 

Courage to Call 

DeVry University 

GH Community Foundation 

GH Mortgage Team Depot 

Helping Hands 

KMG Psychiatry 

Keller Williams 

Marine Corps Air Station Miramar 

Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego 

National Charity League 

Naval Base Coronado 

Navy Federal Credit Union 

Navy League 

The New Children’s Museum

North Coast Church 

Rancho Santa Fe Foundation 

San Diego Food Bank 

San Diego Veterans Coalition 

Sector San Diego Coast Guard 

TERI Inc 

The Church at Rancho Bernardo 

United Through Reading 

Us4Warriors 

USAA 

WAXIE Sanitary Supply

Sharing the Joy
The holidays can be a challenging time for families who are struggling 

financially and those who are separated due to deployment. To make the 

season brighter Step once again promoted our Sharing the Joy program. 

Generous donors, individuals, organizations, corporations, and groups 

throughout the community adopted enlisted military and Veteran families 

who were in a financial crisis and needed a little extra support during the 

holiday season.

Our family was chosen for 
the Love is in the Air event in 
February 2021. This event was 
so much fun for our family. After 
being in quarantine and the world 
still far from normal, this was 
the first ‘event’ we were allowed 
to attend and be around other 
families. We were greeted with 
our own blanket to sit on and a 
huge basket full of goodies. Lunch 
was provided and the staff from 
Step did not disappoint as they 
kept coming around with more 
surprises for the kids. Step is an 
amazing organization. I’m so 
thankful to have an organization 
that truly supports the military 
and understands the sacrifices the 
service member, the spouses, and 
the children make daily.

APRIL HUFFMAN 
MARINE SPOUSE AND  
MOTHER OF THREE BOYS
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Food Drive
We kicked off our first ever virtual 

food drive this year. With the help of 

Feeding San Diego and the Jacobs 

& Cushman San Diego Food Bank, 

and our community partners and 

volunteers, we were able to provide 

a special Thanksgiving meal and an 

additional two weeks of food for over 

200 families.

Virtual food drive donors:
California State Assembly Member 
Todd Gloria’s Office 

Jewish Family Services 

Keller Williams  

National Charity League 

Navy Federal Credit Union 

Senator Toni Atkins’ Office 

Southwestern College 

The Associated General Contractors of 
America, San Diego Chapter, Inc. 

Love is in the Air
Step partnered with drone-making 

company Usog and community 

donor Susan Langley to bring Stem 

technologies and Valentine’s Day 

goodies to some local military 

families with young children. Five 

Step families met at Rohr Park for 

breakfast and a socially-distanced 

event that included deliveries from 

Usog drones. Toys, candy, gift 

cards, and other fun items were a 

part of their special morning, along 

with the opportunity to build their 

own drone. Kids visited the drone  

pilot in his truck nearby to see how 

this technology is providing life-

saving medical items that many 

have not been able to access during 

the pandemic. Thank you to Step 

donors Susan Langley and Usog for 

spreading the love!

120,930 
diapers provided 

259,000 
pounds of food distributed 
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The challenging times continued into 2020–2021, 
but our volunteers were here! From filling our clients’ 
trunks, to working in our warehouse, to organizing 
and bagging food, to answering phones and picking 
up donations—we simply couldn’t do our work 
without our army of volunteers!

In-Kind Drive 
We proudly hosted our first in-person 

warehouse distribution on February 

5th at our Scripps Ranch location 

in San Diego. This was our first 

in-person warehouse distribution 

since March 2020 when Step put 

the Warehouse program on pause 

and pivoted to Emergency Food & 

Diaper Drive-Thru Distributions to 

meet our families’ immediate needs. 

The outdoor, socially-distanced 

event featured food, baby clothing, 

household items, toys, and more! In 

total Step distributed 2,700 diapers 

to more than 65 families. One of 

the most requested items from our 

clients is baby products. A tube 

of rash cream and a pack of wipes 

means a world of difference. Without 

these “bare bottom essentials,” 

children can develop severe health 

issues. A month’s supply of diapers is 

about $40, almost $500 a year, a large 

sum of money to families in financial 

crisis. It is estimated that our families 

are short 30 diapers a month for 

their children. Our service members 

make many sacrifices and at Step we 

believe no one should have to decide 

between paying the electric bill or 

buying diapers.

Chief Selectees 
Volunteer 
Chief Selectees from all over 

the region provided support 

preparing and distributing 

essential items to more than 500 

families at our January Drive-

Thru distributions. Their efforts 

helped us better serve our military 

families and ensured these families 

have the items they need during the 

pandemic. We had our newly selected 

Chief Petty Officers join us for cpo 

101 where they received valuable 

tools to add to their toolbox. At cpo 

101 our Selectees met with Step’s Co-

Founder and Board Vice-Chair, Bill 

Boggs, and Programs Manager, Tracy 

Owens. They took a deep look into 

our Emergency Financial Assistance 

program and secondary programs 

available to help service members 

increase their financial well-being.

Volunteer  
Highlights

National Charity League 
We would like to thank National Charity League (NCL) San Dieguito Chapter for 

all their assistance! Just for the holidays, NCL contributed over 200 goodie bags 

to military families, held their own toy drive, and created supportive/festive 

posters and bags for our distribution. They were able to successfully decorate 

and prep every bin that needed to be sent out for our Toy Drive and assisted in 

a multitude of projects—from unloading trucks to wrapping gifts. This is just a 

portion of what they do for us all year long. We love and appreciate all the work 

they have done for us and our military families.
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AMY MILLER, 
NAVY SPOUSE AND 
PARENT 

Amy has been a dedicated 

volunteer since she joined 

our team in 2019, donating 

her time at least two days 

per week. Amy trains 

new volunteers on our 

warehouse and inventory procedures, sorting, organizing, 

and storing donated goods. She continuously builds 

relationships, taking the lead and managing groups 

of volunteers in our warehouse. Amy also assists with 

outreach, representing Step at community events. We are 

so grateful to have Amy on our team! 

MIKE BATES,  
LCDR, USN (Ret)

Mike has been 

volunteering behind-

the-scenes with Step 

for many years. In 2020, 

he was essential in 

the restructuring and 

transition of multiple 

internal databases. Mike has a knack for project 

management, evaluating and simplifying processes, 

and database management. His work has enhanced our 

staff’s ability to deliver our services to clients and build 

relationships with partners. We truly appreciate all of the 

hard work and talent Mike has donated! 

VO L U N T E E R S  O F  T H E  Y E A R
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We’re grateful to be recognized by these  
honors and achievements this year…

San Diego Veteran of  
the Year (2020) 
Tony Teravainen

Nonprofit Executive of  
the Year (2020)  
Tony Teravainen 

SD500 Most Influential  
People (2020) 
Tony Teravainen 

Top CEOs Making a  
Difference Award (2020) 
Tony Teravainen 

Mayor Todd Gloria’s Woman of 
Distinction Award (2021) 
Kathi Bradshaw

Volunteer Veteran of the Year for 
76th District (2020) 
Tracy Owens 

Jimmy Valentine  
Service Award (2021) 
Tracy Owens 

2020–2021 Honors,  
Awards & Recognition

HHHH 

Charity Navigator 
Rating 
For the fifth consecutive year we 

received the coveted 4-star rating 

from Charity Navigator, highlighting 

non-profits with the highest standards 

and results for strong financial health 

and commitment to accountability, 

transparency, and efficacy. With only 

25% of charities receiving this rating, 

it speaks to the importance of financial 

transparency. Being good stewards of 

our donors’ gifts is paramount to our 

long-term sustainability and overall 

commitment to our community.

GuideStar Platinum 
Exchange Participant

Ranked No. 29 
Nationally
among organizations that support the 

military, Veterans, and their families by 

Charity Navigator and Stacker

A+ Rating
Better Business Bureauu



All of us at Support The Enlisted Project want to offer our biggest congrats to 
our very own CEO for receiving the 2020 Veteran of the Year award from 
The Veterans Museum at Balboa Park. We work with Tony every day and see 
the literal sweat he has put into ensuring every military family we meet has 
what they need to thrive. From painting his own office and putting together 
furniture, to speaking to congress in DC, Tony has been working hard and 
maximizing resources, while advocating for service members and Veterans 
for two decades, after serving in the US Navy himself for nine years. We are 
proud to have him leading our team, still fighting for the American Dream 
for all who choose to serve. 

STEP TEAM
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Our donors rallied around step and we are eternally 
grateful for your steadfast and generous support this 
year. Despite the continued covid restrictions, we had 
thousands of community members band together to 
ensure that the programs and services we offer were 
not only continued but expanded during a trying year. 
Your gifts financial and in-kind made a direct impact to 
the military and Veteran families we serve.

Stand and Salute 
June 17 was a historic Step day with 

our donor support. Within 24 hours 

we had the opportunity to raise 

$100,000. The incredible Walter J. 

and Betty C. Zable Foundation once 

again matched all gifts up to $50,000.

Green Foundation 
A big thank you to the Green 

Foundation for their continued 

support with a $75,000 

grant. Their gift ensures our 

sustainability in providing life-

changing services to military and 

Veteran families in need. 

David C. Copley 
Foundation 
Thank you to David C. Copley 

Foundation for their recent grant of 

$20,000. Their unwavering support 

helps us continue our services 

through the pandemic and beyond. 

San Manuel Band of 
Mission Indians
A shout out to the San Manuel Band 

of Mission Indians for their generous 

gift of $50,000 to Step.  Your gift 

makes a significant difference, and we 

are truly grateful for your confidence 

in and support for our organization.

Bob Woodruff 
Foundation
In May, the Bob Woodruff 

Foundation (BWF) announced an 

investment of $4.6 million in grants 

to 44 “best-in-class” organizations 

serving Veterans, caregivers, and 

military families impacted by 

Covid-19. Step was honored to 

be one of those recipients and 

awarded $65,000. 

As a grassroots agency, originally 

staffed by mostly volunteers, being 

recognized by the prestigious BWF 

brings credibility to our program and 

recognizes the dedication, focus, and 

effectiveness of our staff, volunteers, 

and supporters. 

Champions For Youth
This year, six San Diego non-profits 

supporting vulnerable populations 

raised a total of $606,875 and earned 

an additional $325,400 in bonus 

funds through the Champions for 

Youth program. 

Step raised an incredible $74,412 

through 241 generous donors and 

earned $44,733 in bonus funds for 

a grand total of $119,145. This is our 

most impactful campaign to date, 

and we are so grateful for the support 

from so many. 

With Covid and uncertainty for so 

many still looming, we knew we 

have the support needed to serve 

even more military families in crisis. 

Thank you, Century Club of San 

Diego and the Farmers Insurance 

Open, for choosing Step. 

Donor  
Acknowledgments
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My wife has been 
giving back to others 
for as long as I can 
remember. One of her 
favorite organizations 
is Step because she 
believes so much in 
their mission. As a 
family we thought 
it was important to 
honor Denise for her 
charitable spirit by 
making an impactful 
donation to Step that 
will certainly bring 
comfort and well-
being to our military 
families.

GREG DORIN, DONOR

D O N O R  S P O T L I G H T

GREG AND DENISE DORIN

When Denise Dorin opened Step’s 2020 annual 

report and read that Step was planning to 

expand services to Washington State, she started 

to cry. Her husband, Greg Dorin, shared she 

was overwhelmed with pride, as she had been 

volunteering with the agency since its inception. 

Greg decided to honor her commitment in March 

with a generous $20,000 gift.

Denise is not only a Step volunteer, but a 

significant donor to our programmatic and 

in-kind campaigns. From adopting families 

during the holidays, through the Sharing the Joy 

program, to organizing baby and toy drives, to 

encouraging everyone in the family to donate 

their household items for Step families in crisis, 

Denise is thoroughly engaged. 

In 2017, Step initiated an annual Honor Roll of 

Leadership award, recognizing those who had 

made significant impacts to the agency. Greg 

and Denise Dorin were the first recipients of that 

award. Their legacy is forever cemented in Step’s 

continued success.
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Our Donors
Foundations, Corporations, and Organizations

$100,000+

The Century Club of  
San Diego

Walter J. and Betty C.  
Zable Foundation

$50,000–$99,999

Bob Woodruff Foundation

County of San Diego, 
District 3

The Green Foundation

Price Philanthropies

Salvador Foundation

San Manuel Band of  
Mission Indians

USS Midway Foundation

$25,000–$49,999

David C. Copley Foundation

Intuit

Lee S. Monroe Foundation

Stand & Salute Donors

Synergy One Lending

The Stephenan and  
Barbara Spiva Foundation

$15,000–$24,999

Bank of America

CACI INC. Federal

California Foundation for 
Stronger Communities

Cushman Foundation

Farrell Family Foundation

Jewish Family Services

Rancho Santa Fe Foundation

Robert and Allison Price 
Charitable Trust

$10,000–$14,999

The A.C. and Shaughne S. 
Warnack Foundation

The Albertsons Companies 
Foundation

Capital One

Cascade Lumber, Inc.

The Crean Foundation

David W. Hearst Jr. 
Foundation

Disabled American Veterans 
Charitable Service Trust

First Christian Church

Foundation Source

The Jacobs and Cushman 
San Diego Food Bank

Marjorie E. Swacker Trust, 
aka The Harmony and  
Health Foundation

NA-ALII,  
A Nakupuna Company

Pacific Life Foundation

Sanford C.  
Bernstein & Co., LLC

The Scoob Trust Foundation

US Bank Foundation

$5,000–$9,999

Baxter Blasting  
Drilling Company

Caliber Home Loans

Calvary Lutheran  
Church Members

City of San Diego

InnovaSystems 
International, LLC

Jewish Community 
Foundation

Navy Federal Credit Union

Network for Good

The Nordson Corporation 
Foundation

PGA Tour, Inc.

San Diego Downtown 
Breakfast Rotary Foundation

The Simon-Strauss 
Foundation

Soapy Joe’s

Telos Capital  
Management, Inc.

USAA

$2,500–$4,999

Columbia State Bank

County of San Diego, 
District 5

Downtown San Diego  
Lions Club

McMaster-Carr Supply 
Company

San Diego Veterans 
Coalition

$1,500–$2,499

American Legion Auxiliary, 
Newport Harbor Post #291

Fuse Integration, Inc.

Naval Officers’ Spouses’ 
Club of San Diego

North Coast Church

Sixthman LTD

$300–$1,499

6790 Top Gun LLC

ABLC

AmazonSmile

American Legion Post 146, 
Oceanside

American Water

Argon, Inc.

The Benevity Community 
Impact Fund

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

DD Ventures Inc.

Edison International

Escondido Emblem  
Club No. 161 Inc.

Feeding San Diego

Jack Fisher Chapter #23, Inc.

Los Angeles/Pasadena  
Base of USSVI

Mason Salter’s Fine 
Furniture

National Charity League, 
San Dieguito Chapter

Navy Federal Credit Union, 
Imperial Marketplace

Navy Nurse Corps 
Association of  
Southern California

Northrop Grumman Charity 
Custodial Account

Smart & Final Charitable 
Foundation

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Motorcycle Club

VFW Encanto Post/ 
Auxiliary #1512
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Individuals

$20,000–$50,000

MaryAnn Blair

LaVerne Briggs

James Carmody

Denise and  
Greg Dorin

Alison and  
Robert Price

Katheryn Starr

$10,000–$19,999

Robert Alland

Thomas Baker

Delia Bishop

Erin Bordonaro

Alexandra Brackett

Carroll Braden

Katie Capistran

Amy Carney

Victoria Chursin

Andromeda Collinsworth

Blair Dribben

Elizabeth Earne

Gretchen Griswold

Richard  Heineman

James Hemmick

Alexis Hilson

Kevin Lawson

Tobin Lee

David LeRoy

Kenneth Lester

Jennifer Mackay

Joanne Magracia

Jay Mansavage

Susan Mason

Bryson Menke

Robert Mesa

Lindsey Nelson

Christopher O’Neil

Skyler Parry

Jacquelyn Porter

Mari Pullen

Samantha Rembo

Jacob Rubin

Manuel Ruiz

Darlene Ryan

DeLance Schmidt

Jessica Sepulveda

Kiala Siman

Janet Somers

Sergio Suarez

Erica Truban

Lesley Vu

Jordan Waffle

Runtong Wang

James Warne

Lee Wong

Roger Yates

$5,000–$9,999

Mary Ann Beyster

Rada Evanish

Mike Gillett

Edward Rushing

Valentina Russack

Carol and Jerry Turk

$1,500–$4,999

Howard Appel

Richard and Lois Auffmann 

Jacqueline Bochenek

Steven Chado

Anthony Deeb

Michael Freeman

Susan Harmon

Robb Jackson

Edith and William Krouss

Morgan Langley

Deborah Loeffler

Colleen and Terry Magee

Scott Peters and  
Lynn Gorguze 

Kathy and John Sinclair

Jackie and Tony Teravainen

Susan Watson

Margaret and Donald West

Margaret York

$500–$1,499

Karen Allport

Kim Anderson

David Baxter

Gary Beeson

Valery Belloso

Rick Benito

Jon Berg-Johnson

Diane Beyer

Edward Brisendine

Pam Broadway

Barbara Brown

Gary Burghart

Margaret Cary

Laura Claes

Janet Clardy

Robert Colesar

Kenneth Coveney

Joshua Crandall

Robert Crawford

Deborah Cross

Bob Daugherty

Jonathan Dien

Andrea Dooley

John Duncan

Marilyn Jean Englander

Brian Epperson

John Farnam

Raymond Firestone

William Friess

Devie Gatica

Patricia Grawburg

Janet Greenfield

Gagandeep Grewal

Jessica Hansen

Phillip Heironimus

David Hollings

Carolyn Horowitz

Ricard Hunter
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Laura and Carl Johnson

Curt Jones

Kawanaka Junji

Richard Keidel

Wessal Khadar

Adriane Kinamom 

Nancy Kirby

Michael Kleine

Mary Kreusel

Barton Kristen 

Gordon Kugler

Wendy Liberko

Mike Lucki

Sheldon Margolis

Jeffrey McEvoy

Jason Medina

James Moralez

Jeffrey Mullen

Nguyen Mylinh

Ashley Parker

Patricia Potter

Shrestha Prem

Debbie Rich

Mosholder Ronald

Sara Roodbari

Paul Rosenberger

Rachel Rudo

Mark Schupp

Elizabeth Smiser

James Speir

Howard and Cathryn 
Spetter

Thomas Splitgerber

Maggie Stiles

Robert Svatos

James Szepesy

Susan and Peter Lee 
Tancredi

Jeffrey Tiede

Tracey Pederson Thomas

Ann Uri

Duncan Wallace

Craig and Trish Watson

Steve Welty

Matthew and Jayneann 
Wikler

Miller William

Bradley Wooten

Edward Wozniak

Mark Zeller

Marie Ziegenhagen

$100–$499

Yamilah Aceves

Claudia Acosta

Isabel Aguilera

Francisco Agundez

Lizette Albino

Audrey Albis

Donna Aleman

Rodney Allen

Lexanny Alonso

Janet Alvarez

Jose Alvarez

Cassandra Alwaque

Peters Andrea

Florence Anselona

Gabrielle Aquino

Bethany Ashcraft

Parker Ashley

Deanna Atherton

Hazel Aviles

Mirielle Baluyot

Ron Baniaga

Kathleen Barajas

Jose Barrera

Katie Bartojay

David Beatty

Belsie Becerra

Friend Bechtel

Bethany Ashcraft

Deanna Atherton

Ron Baniaga

David Beatty

Paula Beck

Barbara Beeby

Alfred Beers

Arthur Blodgett

William Boggs

Katherine Booth

Lindsay Bowman

Kathi Bradshaw

Ted Bray

Elizabeth Brentz

Marlene Brown

Karen Brown

Mitch Brown

Donna Buss

Ronald Byrnes

Sherry Canales

Margaret Carey

Russ Carlson

Arvel Castleberry

Laurie J. Catron
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Anthony Cesare

Forrest Chaney

Marcia Charest

Gary Church

Toni Church

Judy Clark

Cho Clifford 

Anthony Colarusso

Gordon Collins

Paul Cook

Faith Cooke

Susan Cottrell

Charles Crawford

Julia Crowley

Paula Day

Carole Diaz

James Dickinson

Nancy Dock

Emily Duff

Michele Dukes-Sponder

Jeffrey Dutter

Mary Jo Dyer

Barbara Ells

Diane Erk

Paul Evans

Paul Evans

Susan Fauk

Michael Feraldi

Denny Galiano

Kim Gallagher

Karen Garst-Russo

Mathew Gates

Adrianne Geiger-Dumond

Richard Gentry

Daniel George

Denise Giacomini

Kevin and Kate Gigax

Jacqeline Gillman

Constance Goff

Eugene Goldberg

Linda Gordon

Bonnie Gould

Brian Grana

Jean Grasberger

Meredith Grimm-Sobol

Aileen Gutierrez

Peter Halle

Valerie Hansen

Charles Harris

Bridgett Hassett

Richard Hathaway

Yoko Hayes

Robert Hefner

Jennifer Henneman

Barbara Herr

Tamar Horn

Darrell Horne

Clarisa Howard

Kenneth Ireland

Jon and Ann Ives

Wendell and Terri Iwatsuru

Sharon Jery

Melissa Johnston

Jeffrey Jordan

Paul Kaneshiro

Gale Kavanaugh

Scott Kelley

Wally Khambata

Martinez Kimberly 

Stephen Kinsey

Krista Kogan

Kimberly Krohn

Jeffery Lamont

Amy Latta

Janet Lawrence

Geoffrey Lehy

Angela Leung

Yosef Levine

Lawrence Levinson

Steven Lister

William Louie

Frank Mack

Terry Magee

David Mannion

Kate Marshall

Robert Matlock

Diana and David Mattoon

Kathleen Mayerski

Kristeen McCollough

Julie McConnaughy

Willard McGhee

Mary McGrath

Kimberly McKnight

Melissa Meyer

Herbert Milgrim

Amy Miller

Peg Millson

Justine Mobeck
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Maria Molinari

Timothy Moore

Art Moreau

Judy Moursund

Donald Mullin

Michelle Myhra

Gregory Namrow

Mark Neilson

Patty Nigro

Andrea Norene

Rebecca Nulty

Pamela Ogonowski

Judith OLeary

Virginia Oliver

Jose Ornelas

Anna Ornelas

Kim Oswald

Diane Palmer

Robert Parker

Pence Parsons

Earl Peterson

Adrianne Peterson

Edward Phelan

Laura Pinkham

Janice Powell

Diane Racicot

William Rech

Brenda Roa

Don Roberts

Bonnie Roberts

Joann Ryder

Teddy Salvador

Nicholas Sanders

Jody Sather

Henry Sauls

David Schantz

Brian Schimpf

David Schnell

Judy Scott

James Scully

Ruth See

Jerry Seymour

Lyndon Shaftoe

Rabbi Henry and  
Patricia Shreibman

Aaron Smith

Patrick Smith

Mark Smolin

Bruce Sneed

Patricia Sorensen

James Speir

Jennifer St. Pierre

Ken Steelman

Dawn Stone

Bridget Strickland

Judith Sundquist

Michael Surmanian

Skye Svenningsen

Douglas Swaim

Tracy Tempest

Jerald and Ann Terry

Dennis Thomas

Gary Thornton

Bernadette Tomkinson

Peggy Trout

Lauren Vajda

Sandee Van Orshoven

Monica Violante

Mark Wade

Paul Walker

Danielle Weatherford

Debby Weiner

Steve Wheeler

Charlotte White

Margaret White

Kathryn White

Laura White

Ron White

Leo Willetts

Mike Williamson

Frank Williamson

Gloria Wilson

Ann-Marie Wilson

Sandra Wilson

Craig Wollitz

Mary Wood

Bryan Wyatt

Maggie Young

Elias Zeitoune

Marie Ziegenhagen

RELIABLE
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In-Kind

32nd St DON

Madison Acampora

James Adams

Mayumi Albuquerque

Aligned Mortgage

Joanna Allen

American Legion Auxiliary, 
Pacific Beach Unit 552

Anonymous

Rebecca Arevalo

Associated General 
Contractors of America

Toni Atkins

Backyard Produce

Stacy Bahrambeygui

Bank of America

Jarius Barber

Greg and Julie Barnicle

James Benzie

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Cecilia Blair

Blue Star Families

Jody Borden

Marsha Boyle

Kathi Bradshaw

Suzy Brase

Celine Bravo

Breeza Homeowners 
Association

Lisa Brigden

Christina Bulow

CalOptima

Calvary Lutheran  
Church Members

Quinn Campbell

Career Construction

Qyauna Carter-Jones

Challenged Athletes 
Foundation

Ashley Chao

Gerard Charest

Aaron Chinue

Christ Church Thrift Shop

Cheryl Christie

John Chu

Church 180

The Church at Rancho 
Bernardo

The Computer Admin

Connie Coe

Gregory Coleman

Bridgid Cook

COOLA

Scott Cooper

Daisy and Jason Cotton

County of San Diego North 
Coastal Live Well Center

County of San Diego South 
Region Live Well Center

Countywide Mechanical 
Systems, Inc.

Mickey Crosbie

Rodrigo Cruz

Danny Davis

Sean Dimmick

Greg and  
Denise Dorin

Isabella Drouin

Amanda Dunkin

Sheryl Dunn

Lisa Dutton

Valerie Dye

Elam’s Hallmark

Erickson-Hall  
Construction Co.

Fam Diego

Brian and Lori Favela

Finch, Thornton, &  
Baird, LLP

Lindsey Fincher

Ruth Fisher

Rich Flores

Force Ombudsman

Justine Fraley

Jessica Fuller

Tamar Gale

Patricia Geroche

Abraham Giana

Good360

Gossamer Bio

Michelle Graham

Erin Graves

Heather Haight

Mir Halleh

Susan Harmon

Natalia Harris

Reginald Harvey

Monica Hayes

Healthy Day Partners

Helicopter Sea Combat 
Squadron 4 Officer  
Spouses Club

John Helsing

Sarah Hernholm

HG Fenton

Melissa Hoyt

HSM 78 JEA

Instrumentation Laboratory

Island Bookkeeping

Robb Jackson

KC Jaski

Jeanne Russo Estate

Jewish Family Services

Sara Jeyes

Anthony Johnson

Elaine Johnson

Karen Johnson

Johnson Storage & Moving 
Co. Holdings, LLC
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Dick Jonilonis

Just Tennis, Inc.

Pat Kellenbarger

Adam Ken

Aaron Kennedy

Jennifer Kennington

Luisa Kennison

Kurt Kerner

Stephenanie Kesterson

Lane Kiefaber

Kiinde

Roger Koontz

Cynthia Kosciuczyk

Tara Lange

Grace Lee

Isaac Lee

Leichtag Foundation

Deborah D. Loeffler

Cailin Lonergran

Tiffany Lu

Magique

Lisa Marcolongo

Barbara McCurtis

Leann McFadden

Scott and Erin McPherson

John Miller

Tim Miller

Peg Millson

Mission Beach Santas

Kathy Miyamoto

Cheryl Monreal

Lauren Morris

Sarah Morud

MRM Nutrition

Brittany Mueller

Coriana Mullinix

Sarah Myers

Ronald Naperala

National Charity League, 
San Dieguito Chapter

Navy Federal Credit Union, 
Imperial Marketplace

The New Children’s Museum

The Nice Guys of San Diego

Anita Nobel-Kelley

North Coast Church

Northrop Grumman Charity 
Custodial Account

Mike and Tina Oestereicher

Dianne and Wayne Olson

Operation Gratitude

R.D. Oswald

Park Village  
Elementary School

Mike Peppard

Pettit Kohn Ingrassia  
Lutz & Dolin

Laura Pinkham

Angela Pisano

Christina Pisano

Nina Pisano

Planet Apparel

Jori Poiker

Point The Way Foundation

Joshua Powers

Quan Quan

Kerrie Quinby

Diane Raciot

Rancho Bernardo 
Community Presbyterian 
Church

Sarah Ranson

Replica Printing

Emily Rhatke

Rena Rhine

Ken Roberts

Katlyn Roche
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Chelsea Rohlfing

Jackie Rouff

Melissa Rowley

Jeremy Runnels

San Diego Veterans 
Coalition

Carole Santorufo

Linda & Mark Saxon

Sarah Saxten

Kristin Schelwat

Emily Schmied

Nikki Schnur

Deb Schrakamp

Candy Schumann

Victoria Seaman

Sharon Shelton

Jennifer Shilling

Jeff Simons

Angelic Slaughter

Jean Smith

Katie Smith

Lizbeth Solis

South Coast Plaza

Howard and Cathryn 
Spetter

Jammie Stauffer

Juli Stead

Justin Stearns

Ko Stephen

Michelle Stofran

Mary Beth Storjohann

Stretch Zone Encinitas

Sundt Construction

Jana Sze

Tactical Training  
Group Pacific

Cynthia Taiclet

Peter Lee and  
Susan Tancredi

Temple Solel

Tony Teravainen

Susan Tharp 

Gary Thornton

Time Warner Cable/
Spectrum

Torrey Pines  
High School Cheer

Rebecca Torske

Elizabeth Treso

Kris Valentine

Sandee Van Orshoven

Ana Vazquez

Veterans Village of  
San Diego

Cindy Vexler

WARCOM Seal Team

Rick Watkins

Jeffrey Weiner

Steve Wheeler

Laura White

Amanda Wildes

Laura Wiley

Hana and Paul Willard

Robert Willhite

Williams-Sonoma, Inc.

Jonathan Winchester

Chantel Woods

Dawn Workwell

Wounded Warrior  
Homes, Inc.

Alice Yang

Anthony Zabala

Jessica Zaragoza

Frencheska Zuill

All gifts recognized by fiscal 
year 2021: July 1, 2020– 
June 30, 2021. Please email 
development@teamstepusa.
org with any errors, and 
please accept our apologies.



Online Gift 
An online gift through our 
secure website is a simple and 
easy way to support STEP 

Stock
By making a gift of stock to 
STEP you are fueling our 
mission to help those military 
families facing financial crisis. 

Mail gift 
Gifts through the mail by check 
are always appreciated and 
saves the processing fees for 
credit cards.

IRA 
A gift from your IRA required 
distribution offers an alternative to 
those donors who do not need the 
funds for living expenses and want 
to support the work of STEP 

Monthly Gift 
Your gift each month helps to 
ensure that STEP has resources 
every day for military and 
Veteran families 

Ways to Give

For more information and  

assistance contact  

development@teamstepusa.org  

or call (858) 695-6810



Support The Enlisted Project 
9915 Businesspark Ave.  
Suite A 
San Diego, CA 92131  
(858) 695-6810

Orange County Office  
1631 Sunflower Ave. 
Suite C34 
Santa Ana, CA 92704  
(714) 444-0075

Washington Office  
4001 S. Pine St.  
Unit 112243  
Tacoma, WA 98411 
(253) 442-2366

www.teamstepusa.org
Support The Enlisted Project is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. EIN: 20-3051279


